HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

BUILDING AND STRUCTURES

HIST-6 NEWS 77 ¢ Town No.: Site No.:

STATE OF CONNECTICUT UTi ' - VU ) ] I
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION o ™ L e

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106

QUAD: o
(203) 566-3005
DISTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY
A . Uls [Oww ‘ [ acwsl [ porentiat
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic)
Same . AJ New Haven Jewish Home for the Aged
2. TOWN/CITY . VILLAGE COUNTY
3 New Haven ' New Haven
': 3. STREET AND NUMBER (and- or location) N - ~
3| 169 ' ’
L Davenport Ave.
W T4 CWNERTS) ] . 2
= , A , :
z New Haven-Jewish Home for the Aged Ceustic Eﬂ“”me
g S. USE (present) (Historic)
Residential/Medical L Same :
6. EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE IF YES, EXPLAIN
ACCESSIBILITY| 7 - E‘
TO PUBLIC: EYes [T ro Yes [ INo By reque st -
7.STYLE OF BUILDING DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
Beaux-Arts Classical (Post-Modern addition) 1921-23, addition 1975
8, MATERIAL(S) (Indicace use or location when appropriate)
O . Doisc  IR%g)_Glass an steer
Clapboard Asbestos Siding Brick (Specify)
‘ solarium)
D Wood Shingle D Asphalt Siding D Fieldstone
D Boord & Botten D Stucco D Cobblestone
Aluminum - Concrete . Cut stone ‘ IR
Siding Type: @ Type: Details
8. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM ’
‘ D Wood frome D Post and beam D balloon
Load bearing mésan.ry; @ Sfrugturol iron or Isfeel‘
1]
D Other (Specify)
10. ROOF (Type)
D Gable @ Flar D Mansard D Monitor D sawtooth
s . Other
- [:] Gambrel D Shed D Hip D Round (Specify)
(@)
[ ‘Moteriol)
= Roll
S D Wood Shingle Asphelf D Tin D Slate
wvy
uDJ Other

m Built up D Tile D (Specify)

D Asphalt shingle

11. NUMBER OF STORIES| APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS ¥

3&4 stories

12, CONDITION (Structural;

D Excellent Q Good

1Exrerior)

D Fair E] Deteriorated J D Excellent Good I:__-] Fair D Deteriorated

13 INTEGRITY (Luowations

AN tAlterations)
gir;eongmal D Moved @ Yes l:l No

WHEN ? IF YES., EXPLAIN

Large masonry and steel additions added

14 RELATED OUYBUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FEATURES

C] Baen D Shed D Geroge

Carei
See®® [Oshep  [Jcerden Center courtyard,

LI50 and 1575;

@ Other landscope features or buildings {Specify) 1975; solarium added

1934,

rear parking area,landscaped front

qlder portions renovated

house
15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT and sid ardse.

Wood-
Open land [a‘;c; @ Residential Scattered buildings visible from site
indus-
D Commerciaol “.;OL['S D Rural High building density

16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS

Situated along busy Davenport Ave. between Asylum and Ward Streets. This is
a dense residential neighborhood of late 19th-c. dwellings, many of which
are in poor condition. This complex is major institutional building ver
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FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

"TATE OF CONNECTICUT TOWN NO.: SITE NO.:
) UTM: 18/_/_./_.__/._../_/_.__
ONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION QUAD:

South Prospect Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06106 DISTRICT: s  NR:  ACTUAL

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM

For Buildings and Structures

CONTINUATION SHEET

ltem number: g SﬁDate:

New Haven Jewlsh Home
Davenport Ave.

POTENTIAL

#17 .Building Descri tion:

engaged columns resting on =z raised stoop. Flanking the entry porch are
single bays on each side with pilasters. The whole is sheathed in rusticated
cast-stone masonry. A wide entablature unites entry porch and center pavilion
The west side continues with same detail as front facade, including arched
and rectilinear bays divided horizontally by cast-stone £friezes.

The 1950s rear wing mimics the detaill in the original block. This L_story
rectilinear mass has a flat roof and same horizontal friezes and cornice.
The only difference found in this wing is that the detail is simpler

and more restrained than in the front.

The 1975 wing is a 3-story mass in a "U" shape with interior courtyard.

The wing joins the original block with a Y4-story tower, then leads to a
recessed entry and lobby area before expanding into the larger 3-story
mass. The new entry is recessed and has double doors and plate glass bays.
The main block(of the addition) features 2 recessed stories (at 1st and 2nd
levels) with a projecting 3rd story. The lower stories are divided verticall;
by masonry and steel piers which rise to the 3rd floor. Window openings
are small in the exterior walls and are grouped adjacent to the vertical
members. The interior of the new wing has small balconies opening into res-
idents rooms. The courtyard 1itself has landscaping and street furniture.
At the northeast corner is a massive masonry tower containing the new syn-
agogue.,

#19.Architectural and Historical Significanoef

elderly» indigent Jews - , Its support came not only from Connecticut but
from out of state as well,especially New York City. Secondly the Home has
played an important role in the history of the neighborhood. The area sur-
rounding the Home has been the traditional neighborhood for immigrant groups
for over 100 years. Although German Jews arrived here.in the 1860s the mass
migration of Russian Jews arrived in New Haven at the end of the 1%th and
early 20th-c. They settled in the tenements that bordered Congress Ave.

and Oak St. Many Jews ran businesses along these two commercial streets.
The Jewish Home for the Aged was one of several benevolent associations
designed to assist Jews. Here a resident could receive Kosher meals and
attend religious services, not available in other elderly homes. The third
interesting factor has been the Homes association with the Yale/New Hazven
Medical Center for over 50 years. Medical €are was introduced here when the
home moved into its building in 1923.Members of the Jewish Bhysicians Club,
many of whom worked at the hospital,provided volunteer medical services to
the residents.Finally the dome was organized, established, and managed in
1ts early years entirely by women. Started by the Sisters of Zion, a

Jewish womens service club, 496 of the first subscribers were women (out.
of a totzl of 500). ' ‘ '
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